1st Policy Dialogue on Cambodia’s Competition: Practice and Legal Framework

Jointly organized by CICP and CUTS-India

Venue: CICP Conference Room

Date: 23 March 2006

Time: 8:00A.M-1200 (noon)

Forum

on 

“Issues of and Needs for Cambodia Competition Law”

Jointly organized by CICP and CUTS-India

Venue: CICP Conference Room

Date: March 23 and March 30 (Half day each)

Background

Cambodia is a developing country with a market economy. Since Cambodia re-established a constitutional monarchy in 1993, the economy has grown rapidly, except for a period between mid-1997 and late 1998, when Cambodia suffered political instability and the spill over effects from the Asian financial crisis. The economy began to rebound in late 1998, with the establishment of the coalition government, but foreign investment in most sectors has lagged, and Cambodia must depend heavily on foreign assistance to meet its development needs. Since early 1999, the Cambodian government has intensified its economic reform program, especially in its integration into regional and global economy. 

Cambodia takes a liberal stance with respect to competition and price setting. Open competition is generally encouraged and market forces are allowed to determine who enters or exits a given business and what prices are charged. There are hardly any government monopolies, and the Government does not interfere directly with the prices of commercial goods or services. A new law on unfair trade practices came into force in early 2002. Under this law (which also covers trade marks), acts of unfair competition include acts which cause consumers to confuse competing products, false statements that discredit a competitor, and the dissemination of information that misleads the public regarding a competitor. There is no antitrust legislation.

This Forum will provide opportunities and platforms for 2 policy dialogues on “Issues of and Needs for Cambodia Competition Law,” while the law itself is now reportedly being drafted by Ministry of Commerce.

The first and second policy forums on “Issues and Needs for Cambodia Competition Law” will be dealt with concerned ministries and the parliament respectively that creates the law and monitors the enforcement of the law.

The forum will enable representatives from both institutions (government’s ministries and parliament) to explore and share their views, to understand and to learn about the issues, which might arise while the law is enforced and the needs to have the law enforced.

Target Audience: The forums expect some 50 representatives for each from government’s ministries, private sectors and concerned parliament commissions.

Agenda

First Policy Forum

“Cambodia’s Competition: Practice and Legal Framework”

Venue: CICP Conference Room

Date: 23 March 2006 

Time: 8:30-1200

8:00-8:30: 

Registration

8:30-10:00
  
Cambodia Competition Law: Issues and Needs

Chair: Dr. Chap Sotharith

Speakers:

· H.E.Mr. Chey Intharo, Member of Jurist Council, Office of Council of Ministers

· Mr. Nuth Munirath, Researcher, Economic Institute of Cambodia. 

· Mr. Ham Samnang, Senior Research Fellow, Cambodian Institute for Cooperation and Peace

10:00-1020

Coffee break

10:20-11:45

Open discussion

11:45-1200

Summary and closing by chair

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

“1st Policy Dialogue on Cambodia Competition: Practice and Legal Framework”

Venue: CICP Conference Room

Date: Thursday, 23 March 2006

Time: 8:00-12:00 (noon)

	S. No.
	Name
	Gender
	Organisation

	1
	Ang At
	M
	M of Post and Telecom

	2
	Chap Sotharith
	M
	CICP

	3
	Chea Vuthy
	M
	M of Rural Development

	4
	Chey Entero
	M
	Office of Council of Ministers

	5
	Chhieng Pich
	M
	M of Commerce

	6
	Chuk Chamnan
	M
	M of Land Management Urbanisation and Construction

	7
	Chuom Mony
	M
	M of Industry Mine and Energy

	8
	Eang Sophana
	M
	Rural Development Bank

	9
	Ham Samnang
	M
	CICP

	10
	Ing Tong Oeung
	M
	CICP

	11
	Lim Meng Sroy
	M
	Telecom Cambodia

	12
	Ly Narith
	M
	Telecom Cambodia

	13
	Meas Vanna Aline
	F
	Sovann Phoum (NGO)

	14
	Mom Thana
	F
	M of Commerce

	15
	Neth Chantha
	F
	CICP

	16
	Neth Naro
	M
	CICP

	17
	Nhek Tholdollar
	M
	M of Land Management Urbanisation and Construction

	18
	Norng Thol
	M
	Telecom Cambodia

	19
	Norng Vantha
	M
	Telecom Cambodia

	20
	Nuth Monirath
	M
	Rural Development Bank

	21
	Or Somara
	M
	Rural Development Bank

	22
	Oung Vuthy
	M
	Telecom Cambodia

	23
	Pal Song
	M
	AKP (Media)

	24
	Phan Chanrith
	M
	M of Post and Telecom

	25
	Prak Vichet
	M
	M of Planning

	26
	San Phirunna
	M
	M of Commerce

	27
	Sim Kanal
	M
	M of Land Management Urbanisation and Construction

	28
	Sok Samnang
	M
	M of Information

	29
	Sokhom Dararath
	M
	Rural Development Bank

	30
	Srun Vanny
	M
	M of Land Management Urbanisation and Construction

	31
	Ty Chandara
	M
	M of Information

	32
	Vey Lavy
	M
	M of Industry Mine and Energy


