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Government officials, donors
and the private sector plan to have
a Competition Law in place by
tary of State Mao Thura said Tues-
day at a roundtable meeting to dis-
cuss the new legislation.

“] think the Competifion Law is
unportant for business and soci-
ety,” Mao Thura said, adding that
it is also necessary for Cambodia
to adopt the law acconding to the
terms of its accession to the World
Trade Organization,

Cambodia formally acceded to
the WTO in October 2004.

A Competition Law would seek
to establish a framework for fair,
transparent economic competition
in Cambodia and to eliminate mo-
nopolies, price fixing, bid rigging
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Officials Agree: Competition Law Is J ust Good Business

and other unfair business prac-
tices, according to a draft of the law
prepared by European Commis-
sion consultant Geoffrey Sumner,

Unfair competition practices
affect a wide range of industries—
in particular electricity, telecom-
munications and banking—ac-
cording to data released last week
by the Economic Institute of Cam-
bodia.

“1 have learned that even the pig
slaughtering business is likely a
monopoly,” Mao Thura said at the
roundtable meefing, adding that
he was also concerned by allega-
tions of price fixing by gasoline
sellers. He did not, however, name
any suspected price fixers by
name. o

“The price of gaso]ine in the
market today is not the price made
by the government,” he said.

“Explanation of the law
to the public is even more
important than law
enforcement because the
enforcement people don't
even understand their
own lau”
—VaN Sou IENG,
GMAC PRESIDENT
Economist Kang Chandararot,
executive director of the Cam-
bodia Institute of Development
Study, said he thought the pro-
posed Competition Law was a
good idea but cautioned that a

competent commercial court
wm]d also be necessary to enforce

“I'm very happy that the govern-
ment and private sector are draft-
ing a Competition Law,” he said.
“But I'm also concerned about the
court system. If we can create a
commercial court, then things will
go forward.”

Garment Manufacturers Asso-
dation of Cambodia President Van
Sou Ieng said Tuesday that the
most important thing is that people
and businesses, not just the gov-
ernment, understand the law.

“Explanation of the law to the
publicis even more important than
law enforcement because the
enforcement people don't even
understand their own law,” he
said. “If the public...understands
the law, they comply more effec-
tively.”

(Additional reporting by Michael
Cowden)

Yukos Trial Will Shape Putin's lega  Cloud Russias Future

By STEVE GUTTERMAN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
MOscow - In a meteoric career that
made him Russia’s richest man
* before age 40, Mikhail Khodor-

kovsky proved a master of meta-
morphosis, frading a reputation as
a ruthless robber baron who epito-
mized crooked 1990s capitalism
for an image as a model corporate
citizen with a charitable impulse.
Ayearin a courtroom cage has
remade him once again—this
time into a symbol of President
The campaign’ against Yukos
and ifs leaders'is widely seen as
Kremlin -punishment for Khodor- T,
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‘The closely watched trial threw
a spoflight on Russia’s flawed jus-
tice system with its presumption of
guiilt—a Tingering shadow of the
Soviet era—from the cage confin-
ing Khodorkovsky and co-defen-
dant Platon Lebedev in the court-
room to the mechanical rejection
of nearly every defense motion.

Inside the Meshchansky district
courthouse, the judges droned on
for weeks reading a verdict that
differed little from the indictment.
Outside, heavy machinery was
brought it for road work that
helped keep demonstrators sup-
porting Khodorkovsky at a dis-
tance.

Early in his first term, Putin
vowed to build a “dictatorship of
law,” and the Kremlin has cast
Khodorkovsky's trial as a straight-
forward application of legality.

But while most Russians believe
see the trial as politically motivat-
ed. Analysts say the campaign
against Yukos shows that the
Kremlin views the law as an instru-
ment of authority, not justice.

Analysts say, the prosecution of
Khodorkovsky has set Russia
back by sending a chilling signal
to both foreign investors and
domestic entrepreneurs, while
giving the nod to local authorities
across the country to use the law
fo enforce their interests.
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