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Regulation of Illegal Online Gambling in India

It is my privilege to introduce this incisive report on the burgeoning challenge of illegal online
gambling in India. In an era defined by digital innovation, few issues demand our attention more
urgently than the unchecked rise of illegal online gambling. These clandestine platforms have
slipped beneath the regulatory radar, ensnaring young people, destroying livelihoods and
corroding public trust in our financial institutions. Beyond individual hardship, they present a
very real challenge to our national prosperity and security.

This report, grounded in meticulous analysis and rich stakeholder insights, lays bare the myriad
tactics employed by illicit operators. It sets forth a pragmatic blueprint for reform. The
recommendations on coordinated state action and consumer awareness in the report are measures
whose time has unquestionably come.

It is imperative that we shine a light on this dark corner of the internet. Clear, decisive action will
protect vulnerable citizens and restore integrity to our markets. Equally, we must equip families
with the knowledge and tools to resist predatory operators. A comprehensive, technology-savvy
approach, backed by political will, can ensure that India’s digital revolution serves as a force for
good, not a vehicle for exploitation.

I am particularly heartened by the report’s consumer-centric focus. By emphasising targeted
awareness campaigns, we can strengthen enforcement and simultaneously empower citizens to
make safer choices. It is a balanced approach, because it combines robust regulation with
genuine care for those most at risk.

[ commend the authors and all contributors for this outstanding work. It is my hope that
policymakers, industry leaders and civil society will embrace these recommendations with the
urgency they demand, and thereby safeguard our nation from the undue harms of illegal online
gambling.
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