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Foreword

In the digital age, information is not only abundant; it is alive, evolving, and increasingly
synthetic. As Generative Artificial Intelligence (Gen-Al) reshapes our ability to produce
and manipulate text, image, video, and audio; humanity finds itself standing at the edge
of a new epistemic frontier. The question is no longer simply how we govern speech, but
how we govern its simulation. This seminal report could not be more timely or urgent. At
a moment when the velocity of Al innovation far outpaces the response time of laws and
institutions, this work brings both clarity and depth to an increasingly complex
conversation.

The phenomenon of synthetic media, while rooted in innovation, now sits at the
intersection of trust, privacy, speech, and identity. Its applications span the hopeful and
the horrific. On one hand, synthetic media enables educational transformation,
multilingual accessibility, immersive storytelling, and creative empowerment. On the
other hand, it is weaponised to mislead electorates, impersonate public figures, facilitate
gendered violence, and destabilise societal cohesion. With great care and analytical
rigour, this report explores the multifaceted promise and peril of this technological
revolution.

What sets this report apart is not merely its comprehensiveness, but its conscientiousness.
It recognises that the harms of synthetic media are not abstract—they are intimate, often
traumatic, and disproportionately borne by women, children, and marginalised
communities. The author gives voice to those whose identities are most vulnerable to
being commodified, distorted, or violated in the synthetic realm.

Importantly, Iqubbal challenges us to reimagine moderation not as a censorial impulse,
but as a collective responsibility shared by developers, platforms, users, and the state.
This reframing is both ethically significant and practically necessary. The status quo,
which reacts only after harm has occurred, fails to account for the psychological,
reputational, and social costs that accompany synthetic abuse. The call for proactive,
rights-sensitive safeguards rooted in constitutional values of dignity, free expression, and
due process is an essential corrective.
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The report’s global comparative lens also strengthens its value. By drawing lessons from
jurisdictions like the European Union and the United States, and examining approaches
such as labelling, watermarking, transparency obligations, and Al safety institutes, the
author offers a global perspective with local adaptability. And yet, the work does not fall
into the trap of techno-solutionism. It remains attuned to the moral dilemmas posed by
content moderation in democracies, such as “How do we protect speech while preventing
harm? How do we ensure platform accountability without enabling surveillance? How do
we distinguish satire from deception, art from abuse, and innovation from
manipulation?”

These are not easy questions, and this report does not pretend to offer simple answers.
Instead, it offers a principled framework rooted in context, complexity, and compassion.
It invites us to imagine a future in which Al serves the public good, but does not
overpower the human condition; where innovation is not pursued at the expense of
justice; and where digital spaces remain inclusive, safe, and authentic.

To policymakers, this report is a roadmap. To researchers, it is a foundation. To civil
society, it 1s a call to action. And to citizens, it is a reminder that in the synthetic age, our
vigilance, values, and veracity matter more than ever.

As India and the world stand on the cusp of a synthetic media explosion, “Reimagining

Content Moderation Strategies in the Age of Generative AI”” must be read not just as a
policy report but as a social imperative.
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