
 

 

SUMMARY OF REPORT

 

FINDINGS 

 An analysis of 15 major illegal operators and 

their mirror sites (40 URLs in total) shows that 

illegal online gambling, with over 5 billion 

visits to those platforms from India between 

April 2024 and March 2025. 

 Two-thirds of visits come via direct access 

(bookmarks or private links); search engines 

contribute 652 million visits; affiliate referrals 

and social media add nearly 1 billion visits. 

 Major platforms such as Parimatch, 1xBet, 

Stake, Fairplay, and BateryBet outpace the 

web traffic of mainstream sites like Amazon, 

Wikipedia, and Google. 

 Target audiences include minors, young 

adults, and high-spenders, drawn by tax-free 

deposits, minimal documentation, rapid-fire 

game formats, and surrogate advertising. 

 UPI mule accounts, digital wallets, net 

banking, cryptocurrencies and hawala 

networks — often via malicious APKs — 

automate laundering workflows. 

 India lacks a central regulator, uniform state 

laws and a statutory payment-blocking 

mandate; IT blocking is reactive. 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Establish an inter-ministerial task force to 

oversee a unified national framework, 

coordinate payment blocking, advertising 

takedowns, and international cooperation. 

 Strengthen relevant statutes to mandate 

payment blocking to illegal operators. 

 Deploy AI/ML-driven monitoring tools to 

detect and pre-emptively block new mirror 

domains and surrogate advertising.  

 Formalise partnerships with Big Tech to 

delist illegal operators’ search listings and 

remove illicit ads in real time. 

 Launch a nationwide multimedia campaign—

using “dummy links,” social-media intercepts, 

and in-app alerts—to educate users about 

illegal gambling risks and available legal 

alternatives.  

 Apply behavioural insights to target minors 

and high-risk groups with tailored messaging. 

 Commission periodic studies on user 

geographies, platform tactics, and payment 

innovations to refine enforcement and 

calibrate taxation and licensing policies to 

reduce incentives to migrate offshore. 
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