@CUTSBiennial

Pradeep S Mehta
Secretary General
CUTS International

@CUTSCCIER

Pradeep S Mehta is the founder Secretary General of the Jaipur-based
Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS International), a leading economic
policy research, advocacy and networking, a non-governmental group in India,
with offices in Nairobi, Lusaka, Hanoi, Accra, Geneva and Washington DC. CUTS
was established in 1983 and has completed 30 glorious years. Currently, he is
in the Board of Trade and Steering Committee on Ecomark of the Government
of India. In the past, he was an honorary adviser to the Commerce and
Industries Minister of India and to the Director General of the WTO. He has
been named as one of the 30 most famous columnists in India by a leading
newspaper in India.
Email: psm@cuts.org

Sangeeta Verma
Member
Competition
Commission of India

Sangeeta Verma, an officer of the 1981 batch of the Indian Economic Service
(IES) joined as Member, Competition Commission of India on December 24,
2018. She is an experienced administrator, regulator, and policymaker – having
served for over 37 years in the Government of India and Government of Uttar
Pradesh before joining the Commission. In other sectors such as the
Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare and the Central
Electricity Authority, Ministry of Power she handled diverse subjects, such as
policies on the pricing of agricultural produce and power tariffs. In the Ministry
of Women & Child Development, she was responsible for the administration of
all special laws for women, gender budgeting and drafting of the Bill on Sexual
Harassment at Workplace which has since been enacted.
Email: sangeeta.v@nic.in

George K. Lipimile
Director and
Chief Executive Officer
COMESA Competition
Commission

George K Lipimile is the first Director of the COMESA Competition Commission
since its commencement of operations on January 14, 2013. He brings with
him 32 years of experience in competition law and policy enforcement at the
national, regional and multilateral levels. Prior to his current appointment, he
served as Senior Adviser at UNCTAD in the Division of Competition and
Consumer Law Policy and established and became the first Executive Director
of the Zambia Competition Commission. Lipimile also worked as Head of the
Zambia Intellectual Property office and served as Chairperson of the African
Regional Intellectual Property Organisation for two terms.
Email: glipimile@comesa.int
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Amit Kapoor
Honorary Chairman
Institute for
Competitiveness

Amit Kapoor, Ph.D., is Honorary Chairman at Institute for Competitiveness,
India; President of India Council on Competitiveness and Editor-in-Chief of
Thinkers. He is as well the Chair for the Social Progress Imperative & Shared
Value Initiative in India and sits on the board of Competitiveness initiatives in
Mexico, Netherlands, Italy & France and the University of Vermont’s SEMBA
Advisory Board. He is an affiliate faculty for the Microeconomics of
Competitiveness & Value-Based Health Care Delivery courses of Institute of
Strategy and Competitiveness, Harvard Business School and an instructor with
Harvard Business Publishing. He has worked with NITI Aayog on developing the
Ease of Living index for Indian districts; Innovation Index for the States of India;
Police Effectiveness Index and has recently presented his work on cluster
mapping in India to Economic Advisory Council to Prime Minister.
Email: amit.kapoor@competitiveness.in

David J. Gerber
University
Distinguished Professor
Chicago-Kent College of
Law

David J. Gerber is a Distinguished Professor of Law at Chicago-Kent College of
Law, Illinois Institute of Technology. He is currently President of the American
Society of Comparative Law. He writes and teaches primarily in the areas of
antitrust/competition law, comparative law, international economic law and
globalization studies. He received his B.A. from Trinity College (Conn.), his M.A.
from Yale, and his J.D. from the University of Chicago. In 2013, he was awarded
the degree of Honorary Doctor of Laws by the University of Zurich,
Switzerland. He has been a Visiting Professor at the law schools of the
University of Pennsylvania, Northwestern University, and Washington
University in the US as well as on the law faculties of the University of Munich
and Freiburg in Germany, Stockholm and Uppsala in Sweden, and the Global
Law Faculty of Catolica University in Portugal.
Email: dgerber@kentlaw.iit.edu

Baijayant ‘Jay’ Panda
National Vice President
and Spokesperson
Bhartiya Janata Party
and Former Member of
Parliament, India

Baijayant ‘Jay’ Panda is the National Vice President and Spokesperson of
Bharatiya Janata Party. He has been a four-time MP of India. He was elected to
his second term (2014-2019) in the Lok Sabha from Kendrapara Constituency,
Odisha. Earlier, he had been elected to the Lok Sabha in May 2009 as well as
twice earlier to the Rajya Sabha in 2000 and 2006, also from the State of
Odisha. Panda graduated from the Michigan Technological University and
worked in the corporate sector before joining politics. He had helped to form
the erstwhile Young Parliamentarians Forum and was its Convener. He has also
been associated with the India-USA Forum of Parliamentarians since 2001 and
was its Chairman for 15 years.
Email: office@bjpanda.org

Arvind Mayaram
Chairman
CUTS Institute for

Arvind Mayaram has a Ph.D. in Finance. Presently he is an independent thinker
and Chairman, CIRC. He has earlier held the positions of Finance Secretary and
Special Secretary in Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India. He
has also been the Alternate Governor for India on the Boards of World Bank,
ADB, and African Development Bank. He was India's finance deputy in G20 and
BRICS. He was also on the Boards of the RBI and SEBI. He was India's chief
negotiator for BRICS New Development Bank and Asian Infrastructure
Development Bank, and co-chair of the Framework Working Group of G-20. He
designed the first PPP module for delivering infrastructure in rural areas. He
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Regulation and
Competition
& Former Finance
Secretary
Government of India

Rene Van Berkel
Representative
Regional Office, India
United Nations
Industrial Development
Organization

Caron Beaton-Wells
Professor
The University of
Melbourne

was Vice President of the World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies
for two terms in early 2000. He has been an investment promotion expert with
UNCTAD for several years.
Email: am@circ.in
René Van Berkel (Ph.D.) is United Nations Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO) Representative and heads the Regional Office of the UNIDO in India,
which is directly responsible for India, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka,
and coordinates country offices in Afghanistan and Bangladesh. Berkel has 30
years of professional experience in resource efficiency and cleaner production,
industrial productivity, and sustainability, with extensive international
experience in Europe, Australia, and Asia, covering a variety of manufacturing
and related sectors. Berkel is a Dutch national with a Ph.D. in Environmental
Science from the University of Amsterdam.
Email: r.vanberkel@unido.org
Caron Beaton-Wells is a Professor in competition law at the Melbourne Law
School and Director of the University's Competition Law & Economics Network
and co-Director of the Global Competition and Consumer Law Programme. She
is also a lay member of the Australian Competition Tribunal. Her research and
teaching in this field extends beyond the law to institutional, political and
sociological dimensions of competition policy, and her recent research projects
focus on competition and privacy in the context of digital platforms,
competition, and fairness in concentrated industries, challenges in cartel law
and enforcement and the interface between competition and consumer law.
Email: c.beaton-wells@unimelb.edu.au

Raju Parakkal
Associate Professor
Thomas Jefferson
University

Raju Parakkal holds a Ph.D. in international relations and an M.A. in
international studies, both from Florida International University. He also holds
master’s degrees in economics from both Mahatma Gandhi University (India)
and the University of Miami, FL. At Philadelphia University, Parakkal teaches
Global Politics, The Global Economy, and Debating Global Issues. He is also the
coordinator of the Global Portfolio Programme at the University. His research
interests are in the field of international political economy where he focuses
on global antitrust/competition laws, foreign investments, currency reserves,
and WTO trade disputes. He has published journal articles and guest-edited
symposia on global antitrust issues and has often included Philadelphia
University students in his research projects.
Email: parakkalr@philau.edu

Barak Y Orbach
Professor
University of Arizona

Barak Y Orbach teaches and writes in the areas of business law, antitrust, and
regulation. He is a member of the American Law Institute and recognised
nationally and internationally as a leading scholar of antitrust and regulation.
Orbach holds undergraduate degrees in law and economics from Tel Aviv
University and masters and doctorate degrees in law from Harvard Law School.
Before joining academia, he served as an Adviser for Law & Economics to the
Israeli Antitrust Commissioner and as an associate with Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen
& Hamilton, New York. He is the author of a leading casebook on regulation,
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James E. Rogers College
of Law

Regulation: Why and How the State Regulates (Foundation Press, 2012). His
teaching and writing integrate the study of real-world problems and law. His
study of the motion-picture industry is credited for contributing to a change in
movie pricing in the US.
Email: mailto:orbach@law.arizona.edu

Jonathan Wong
Chief of Technology
and Innovation
UN Economic and Social
Commission for Asia
and the Pacific

Payal Malik
Adviser (Economics) &
Head Economics
Division
Competition
Commission of India

Jonathan Wong is the Chief of Technology and Innovation at the United
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). He
has spearheaded social innovation and social enterprise in public policy with
numerous governments across the Asia-Pacific region. He has also set up a
collaboration with the Global Steering Group for Impact Investment to build a
stronger evidence base for policymakers with respect to impact investing. He
joined ESCAP from the UK Department for International Development where
he was the inaugural Head of Innovation. A current focus of Wong’s work is on
AI governance and policy in the context of the sustainable development goals.
Email: jwong@un.org
Payal Malik is Adviser, Economics and Head of the Economics Division (Chief
Economist) at the Competition Commission of India. She is on secondment
from the University of Delhi, where she is an Associate Professor of Economics.
Formerly, she was a Senior Research Fellow LIRNEasia. Her areas of expertise
are competition law, policy, and regulation. She has several years of research
and economic consulting experience in network Industries, such as power and
telecommunications, ICTs, innovation systems, and infrastructure. Previously
she has been a Senior Consultant at the Centre for Infrastructure and
Regulation, National Council of Applied Economic Research, India. She was on
the team that drafted the Electricity Act of India ushering competition into the
sector.
Email: payalmalik@cci.gov.in

Thomas Cheng
Associate Professor,
The University of Hong
Kong

Thomas Cheng is an Associate Professor at the Faculty of Law of the University
of Hong Kong. His research focuses on competition law and policy issues,
especially comparative competition law in developing countries. He is a
member of the Competition Commission, the Committee on Slots Complaints
and the Business Facilitation Advisory Committee in Hong Kong. He assisted
the Hong Kong government in drafting the city’s first comprehensive
competition law. He is also a member of the Executive Board of the Academic
Society for Competition Law, Advisory Board of the American Antitrust
Institute, International Advisory Board of the Institute for Consumer Antitrust
Studies at Loyola University Chicago, Advisory Board for the Journal of
Antitrust Enforcement and the China Antitrust Law Journal.
Email: thomas.cheng@hku.hk
Garima Sodhi is a Senior Fellow at CUTS Institute for Regulation & Competition
(CIRC), New Delhi. She has extensive experience in research and consulting.
Her areas of interest include policy research, competition economics,
intellectual property, and energy economics. She has previously worked at the
Competition Commission of India in economics and investigation division as an
Economics Expert. Prior to joining CIRC, Sodhi has also worked at ICF in energy
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Garima Sodhi
Senior Fellow
CUTS Institute for
Regulation &
Competition

Joel Abraham
CEO
Fijian Competition and
Consumer Commission

consulting for North American and Indian markets. She holds a Masters in
Economics from TERI University, New Delhi, India and a B.A. (Hons) Economics
from College of Vocational Studies, Delhi University, New Delhi, India.
Email: gms@circ.in
Joel Abraham was appointed as Chief Executive Officer of the Fijian
Competition and Consumer Commission (FCCC) in September 2016. He has
extensive business and public sector experience. Immediately prior to his
appointment to the FCCC, he was a Regulatory, Compliance, Finance and
Business Adviser in various capacities in Australia, Fiji and Tonga both in the
public and private sectors. Abraham was also a Deputy CEO, Manager
Compliance, Senior Research Fellow at the former Fiji Commerce Commission /
Prices and Incomes Board. Prior to this, he was with Pricewaterhouse Coopers.
He holds two Masters and three Postgraduate qualifications along with his
initial Degree in Commerce. He also is a member of CPA Australia, Association
of Certified Fraud Examiners, and Australian Institute of Company Directors.
Email: ceo@fccc.gov.fj

Seema Gaur
Chief Economic Adviser
Department of Rural
Development,
Government of India

Seema Gaur is a Senior Civil Servant and Economist belonging to Indian
Economic Service with about 34 years of experience in various economic
Ministries of the Government of India. Apart from Economics, she is also
having a degree in Law as well as public administration. Presently, she is
working as Chief Economic Adviser in the Ministry of Rural Development,
Government of India. Earlier, she worked in senior positions in the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology as well as the Department of Industrial
Policy and Promotion. She was Adviser at the CCI for about seven years since
May 2009, when the implementation of Competition Law started in India. She
has contributed papers on competition issues for OECD as well done a detailed
project for UNCTAD’s Research Partnership Platform.
Email: seema.gaur@nic.in

Janis Racko
Member of the Council
The Competition
Council of Latvia

From 2014 Janis Racko is acting as Council member of Competition Council of
Latvia that is independent decision-making body formed of Chair and two
members. In 2019 he was reappointed by the Cabinet of Ministers for the
second term in this position. As Council member he participates in antitrust
and merger case examination investigated by the Bureau and takes part in
decision making. He represents Council in inter-governmental working groups,
before the Cabinet of Ministers and parliament performing asigned tasks part
of which concerns telecommunication and digital markets. He represented
Council in OECD working groups and committees, participated in international
conferences including latest Janet Monnet conferences in 2018 and 2019
organized by the Riga Graduate School of Law about the EU wide technological
and regulatory challenges in digital era. His prior work experience was
exclusively connected with competition law field working in different positions
in the competition authority and his has graduated University of Latvia as the
lawyer.
Email: janis.racko@kp.gov.lv
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Kusha Haraksingh
Immediate Past
Chairman and
Commissioner
CARICOM Competition
Commission

Kusha Haraksingh was appointed the first Chairman of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM) Competition Commission in 2008. He is an economist,
historian, and lawyer, and was appointed foundation Dean of the Faculty of
Law, UWI, St Augustine, Trinidad, and Tobago, in 2012. He is a graduate of the
prestigious School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, and is
a Barrister of Lincoln’s Inn. He was a postdoctoral fellow at the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor; a visiting scholar at the University of Warwick; and a
Senior Fulbright Fellow at Harvard University. He was engaged in the UNCTAD
Research Partnership Platform at the 12th UNCTAD Session of the
Intergovernmental Group of Experts on Competition Law and Policy in July
2012.
Email: kushaharaksingh@hotmail.com.

Duangthip Chomprang
Director
International Institute
for Trade and
Development

Duangthip Chomprang is having an international relations & development
background with multidisciplinary experiences, in the private and public
sectors. Prior to her work in the international development field, she spent
over 14 years in the private sector in the telecom and finance & banking
sectors specialising in the areas of corporate strategic planning, mergers and
acquisitions, project finance, investor relations, and portfolio risk
management. In relation to her telecom experiences, she possesses
experiences in tariff negotiation, product/service pricing, and concession
arbitration. She holds a Bachelor’s in Finance & Banking (Thailand) and a
Master’s in International Banking & Investment (UK).
Email: duangthip@itd.or.th

Ryohei Yoshinari
Assistant Director (ICN
matters)
Japan Fair Trade
Commission

Ryohei Yoshinari is an Assistant Director of International Affairs Division, Japan
Fair Trade Commission (JFTC). He is engaged in the ICN matters and the G7
matters at the JFTC. Ryohei has 10 years’ experience in the JFTC. Previously, he
was an investigator of auto parts cartel case and car shipping cartel case
cooperating with other competition agencies. When Ryohei was in the Kyushu
District Office of the JFTC, he was in charge of reviewing merger cases in the
region. Moreover, he worked for eliminating the exemptions from the
Japanese competition law in the international shipping sector and the
international aviation sector at Economic Affairs Bureau. Ryohei obtained
Master of Business Law from the Graduate School of International Corporate
Strategy, Hitotsubashi University. Before that, he received Bachelor of Arts
from the University of Waseda.
Email: ryohei_yoshinari011m@jftc.go.jp
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Pierre Horna
Legal Affairs Officer
Competition and
Consumer Policies
Branch, UNCTAD

Pierre Horna is a Legal Affairs Officer at Competition and Consumer Policies
Branch, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
where he has 15 years of professional experience. He holds a Ph.D. in
International Law (Graduate Institute Geneva, 2017) and LLM in International
Business Law (Leiden University, 2003). His additional studies include Law for
E-commerce and Consumer Protection (University of Buckingham, UK) and
Trade Law (World Trade Institute, Bern). He was an officer-in-charge of
regional technical assistance programmes for ASEAN and Latin American
regions. He has outstanding social and representation skills in liaising with
government officials in the beneficiary countries as well as their permanent
diplomatic representatives in Geneva.
Email: pierre.horna@unctad.org

Sayanti Chakrabarti
Joint Director
(Economics)
Competition
Commission of India

Sayanti Chakrabarti is a Joint Director in the Economics Division of the
Competition Commission of India, where she is responsible for carrying out an
economic analysis of antitrust and merger cases. She has also contributed to
several research outputs of the Division on Competition Law and Policy. Prior
to joining the CCI in 2010, Chakrabarti worked with the Economic Affairs Team
of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry, where she
contributed to a number of surveys and studies on issues of importance to the
Indian business and economy. She holds an MSc in Economics from Presidency
College, Calcutta University.
Email: cci-sayanti@cci.gov.in

Geeta Gouri
Former Member
Competition
Commission of India

Geeta Gouri, a former Member of the CCI, is an economist with 15 years of
experience working as a Regulatory Economist. She served as Member
(Economics) at the CCI for 5 years and prior to that as Director (Tariffs) at the
Andhra Pradesh Electricity Regulatory Commission. This unique experience
gives her the privilege of being perhaps the only economist in India to be
associated with the premiering of the two commissions, which ushered
competition and market reforms in the economy. Gouri has published
extensively and delivered lectures on a wide range of subjects.
Email: gouri.geeta@gmail.com | geetagouri@yahoo.com

Abdullah Hussain
Partner
L&L Partners

Abdullah Hussain is a Partner with L&L Partners with over 13 years of
experience. He represents clients in all spheres of competition laws before the
CCI and appellate courts. He has acted for clients across numerous sectors
including construction equipment, cement, glass, rubber, real estate, aviation,
pharmaceuticals, telecom, auto parts, automobiles, e-commerce, paper,
media, shipping, IT, biotechnology, agriculture, mutual funds, and private
equity investments. He is currently representing JCB before the CCI and the
Supreme Court; Bayer in its acquisition of Monsanto; and Jaiprakash Associates
in the cement cartel proceedings before the Appellate Tribunal. He is a regular
speaker at conferences and seminars.
Email: ahussain@luthra.com
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Peter Misiani
Mwencha
Lecturer
Kenyatta University

Rathin Roy
Director
National Institute of
Public Finance and
Policy

Peter Misiani Mwencha is a well-rounded business consultant, researcher, and
lecturer with more than 10 years of wide-ranging experience in various sectors
including education, ICT, and agriculture. Extensive business development and
management experience encompassing identifying opportunities, validating
commercial ideas, and bringing new products and services into the market. A
strategic thinker, leader and first-class problem-solver boasting of a consistent
and proven track record of crafting and implementing sound strategies,
policies and plans at institutional, country and regional levels.
Email: misiani.mwencha@gmail.com
Rathin Roy took charge as Director NIPFP in May 2013. Prior to joining NIPFP,
he has been the Director of Asia Pacific Regional Centre, UNDP, Bangkok, and
the Director, International Policy Centre for Inclusive Growth, UNDP, Brazil. On
invitation from the Government of India, he also served as the Economic
Adviser to the Thirteenth Finance Commission, a Constitutional body of the
Government of India. Recently, he has also been appointed as part-member of
the Seventh Central Pay Commission, constituted by the Government of India.
He holds a Ph.D. in Economics and an MPhil from the University of Cambridge,
UK. Post-Ph.D., he was tenured in the Economics Faculty at the School of
Oriental and African Studies, University of London, and an Economist with the
Institute for Development Policy and Management, University of Manchester.
Email: rathin.roy@nipfp.org.in

Amit Kapur
Joint Managing Partner
J. Sagar Associates

Amit Kapur is a Partner with J. Sagar Associates since 2000. He has anchored
the Firm’s Infrastructure practice since 1997 with a focus on Regulatory &
Policy Practice. His practice focusses on dispute resolution and transactions in
Energy; Transport; Communications; Municipal Infrastructure and
Social/Developmental projects. He is regularly consulted on Infrastructure,
Regulatory and PPP issues by several ministries/bodies of Central and state
governments; developmental financial institutions; competition & sector
regulators and leading Indian and foreign corporates. In the recent past, he has
actively assisted the Kelkar Committee on Rejuvenation of Infrastructure
Development; and served as a member of the Ministry of Law appointed
Committee to review the Specific Relief Act, 1963.
Email: amit@jsalaw.com

Allan Asher
Chair
Foundation for
Effective Markets &
Governance

Allan Asher is a visitor at the ANU Regulatory Institutions Network and is Chair
of the Foundation for Effective Markets and Governance. He was appointed as
Commonwealth Ombudsman in 2010. Before becoming Ombudsman, Asher
was the inaugural Chief Executive Officer of the Australian Communications
Consumer Action Network (ACCAN). Prior to his joining ACCAN, he spent ten
years in the UK, as Director of Campaigns and Communication with the
Consumers' Association, and as a board member of the Office of Fair Trading.
He also worked for the global non-government organisation Consumers
International and was CEO of Energy Watch during 2003-2008. Asher spent 13
years at the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission and its
predecessor agency, the Trade Practices Commission as Deputy Chairperson,
Energy Commissioner and Chair of the Enforcement Committee.
Email: allan.asher51@gmail.com
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Bipul Chatterjee
Executive Director
CUTS International

Bipul Chatterjee is an Indian economist with more than 20 years of experience
on issues related to international trade and development, especially on
political economy of trade and economic policy reforms, particularly pro-poor
aspects of reforms. Currently, he is Executive Director of CUTS International, a
Jaipur-based international non-governmental organisation working on several
subjects of public interest. Bipul heads the CUTS Centre for International
Trade, Economics and Environment. Prior to joining CUTS International, he
worked at several economic policy think tanks in New Delhi such as National
Council for Applied Economic Research, and Institute for Economic Growth. He
has participated and represented the organisation in more than 100 events on
WTO issues, regional integration, and trade and development issues at
national, regional and international level including WTO Ministerial
Conferences. He has authored more than 20 papers including a collection of
essays on India’s experience on economic diplomacy, co-edited with
Ambassador Kishan Rana.
Email: bc@cuts.org
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